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F TER che d death of, an 
bed Monk having the whole 7 
5 command in Scotland: And, before 
ths he' "marched for England with his ar- 4 
my, the; Reverend Mr Robert Poug- | + 
„ | miniſter of are p Was oi oP. E 
ke? firſt that ane to prog to hi 
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Wes 155 p anc op part och of S0 8 8 
and England, engaging. numbers off 
2 * noblemen and Gentlemen in the pro- » 
ject; and after the parliament was ſet- It 
* Ws : "ea? in England, Meſſf. Douglaſs and; W t 
B Diekſon miniſters, wrote general Monk f. 
. 10, Jan. 1660, f gaifying their entire te 
"TH "pon dence in binn, as to the affairs in . 
" ' And the neceſſity of one from 
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Scotland, bf 
2 chern, to be near his perſon do put him 
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5 ad! to acquaint them with the chal. 480 
Rate of things from time to time. A 5 1 
cordingly they deſire d his paſs for Mr 5 
James Sharp, whom they hadappoint= 
ed as a fit perſon to be near his perſon : 
The general returned an anſwer to ({}4f8 
Mieſſ. Douglaſs and Dickfon, aſſuring ' vi 
them, that the welfare of rhe church 1 
mould be a great part of his care, and 
that he had ſent a paſs for Mr Sharps: :- Mas! 
On receipt of which, ſeveral: miniſters 
met at Edinburgh, Wr: agreed to ſend - +. Fr 
_ Sharp/to take care of the affairs of the | = \1p1 
chureh of Scotland; and, pers. him: _— 
: the e ee inſtruétions: e eta. | +: 
1. You are to uſe your utmoſt enn k 
0 en that the Kirk of Scotland, 34 
may without interruption or encroacks on 
ment enjoy the freedom and privile- 

ges of her eſtabliſhed judicatures, wg) "SI 
 tified-by the laws of the land. ©.» ' 4 
2. Whereas by the late en „ 4 I 
Which is eſtabliſheg, a door is opened 1 
to many groſs errors and looſe prae- 
tiges in this church; you ſhall there- 
fore uſe all lawful 100 prudent means: 
to repreſent the ſinfulneſs and offen- 
ſiveneſs thereof, that it Fern be e 
oll Wa gn e V 
4 * ON e 
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3. You: are to repreſent the preſu- 


185 the church doth Tuffer by the in- 
Van of the vacant Bipcads; which 
by law were dedicated to pious, uſes,3 
6K > - att ſeriouſly endeavour, that hereafter 
- - vacantſtipends be intromitted with by 

preſpbyteries, and ſuch as ſhall be war- 
rated by them, and no others, to be 
difſpoſed of and applied to pious aſes, 
acqording to wy n at of 5 85 8 
ee f 1644. 2 


vO 


3 You are to FO OP that mini- 
RT Rers, lawfully called and admitted by 
preſpyteries to the miniſtery, may have 
che benefit of the XXXIXth act of par- 
+. lament, entitled, Act anent aboliſhing. 
pPauatronages, for obtaining ſummarily, 
. upon the act of their admiſſion, de- 
= creet and letters conform, and other 
7 * executorials, to the effect they may get 


s and other benefits, without a- 
& ny other addreſs or trouble. If yo 
flink that there will be. any commiſſion 
appointed in this nation, for ſertling | 
and augmenting of miniſters ſtipends, 
. T9 then you are to uſe your utmoſt en- 
Sn to have faichful men, well af ; 
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the right and poſſeſſion of their ſti- 
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91 
A ded to the later ell of Chriſt and his 
charch employed therein. Is 
„erbeſe ind es Arete to Mt 1 
James Sharp, were ſubſcribed by Meſl... 
David Dickſon, Robert Douglas, Jas. 
Wood, John Smith, George kus 8 
and Andrew Ker. On the 13th Sharp, 
arrived at London, met with a kind 
reception, had immediate acceſs to the 
general, who recommended him to Mr 
1 Anthony Cowper, and, Mr Weaver, 5 
two members of parliament. W ieee, 
Sharp, for ſome time keeped up a 
correſpondence with his et 22 
till profeſſing a: ealous concern for the 
covenants, &c. And, tho' Mr Douglas 
and the reſt, inſiſted that more com- 
wmiſſioners ſhould be ſent to his aſſiſt 
ace, yet Sharp had the addreſs to per- 
ſuade, that it would be to no purpoſe 
i the king came home; for he ſtuccæx 
neither at ſolemn. proteſtations, both 
by word and letters, appealing to God 
of his ſincerity ina&ting for preſbytery, 
and praying imprecations on: Hias 
if heprevericated. Thus Sharp manag- | 
ed affairs for about a year, (being all 
this time maintained by the Pry ſpyte⸗- 
anz. 9 But N ſoon. 1 oi the 
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: NE maſk, for when +. "Ss of the church 8 
wee put in the king's hands by act of. 
paarliament, and when the ebureh of 
S⸗cotland came under conſideration, 
lord Middleton the chancellor, and ſe- 
veral of the commiſſioners from Scot- 
land were ſtreniouſly for biſhops; but 
dne Hamilton, the earls of Lauderdale 
and Crawford, Kc. oppoſed it, aſſuring 
the King, that the national prejudices 
| againft ithoys- were very ſtrong ; but 
Sharp, on the other hand, aſſured his, 
majeſty, that none but the Proteſters, | 
' wof 8 he had a very bad opinion, 
weee againſt biſhops; and that of the 
Reſdlutioners, there would not be found 
twenty that would oppoſe it. 80 the” 
EKing and Sharp's party prevailed, and 
Prelacy being now to be ſet up in Scot- 
land by royal authority, without con- 
ſent ot the people, it is eaſy to con- 
2 FY © ceive what Soaſterpacion, almoſt all 
+. Tanks af people in Scotland were in. 
The next thing to be done; was to have 
 Viſboys appointed; and conſecrated :. 
Sharp managed matters with ſo much 
art and diſſimulation, that he got the 
archbiſhoprick of St Andrews decured 
to  hinnfelf, 45 was eee ande out | ( 
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7 

per men for fing up the other ſees. 

Thus Sharp, who betrayed the Church 
of Scotland, a monſter of hy pocrifſy, 
perjury and vileneſs, is now let at the 
head of the church, It was the remark 
of a countryman, That the biſhops of 
England, were like the kings of Judah, . 


ſome good and ſome bad; but the bi- 


ſhops of Scotland, were like the kings 
of Iſrael, not. one of them good, but 
all aden 0 
| Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin; | 
For five years prot tais, the Preſ- | 
by terians were cruelly oppreſſed» by 
5 — — Biſhops, &c. Their liberties both 0 
religious and civil were taken away; 


eroboam the ſon of CT 


their miniſters ſcattered, baniſhed, and 20 
im pri ſoned, and, the common people 5 


expoſed to the mercileſs ravages of the 
army, who fined and impriſoned at 


pleaſure, that the poor peo 05 were all 


made deſparate; and though their caſe 

was repreſented to the council, and, 
even to the king, by ſome of the no- 

dility z yet, as Sharp, and the reſt of the 
' biſhops, had all to ſay in the council, 


fs 22 getting redręſs, they were ill £15 - ; thi 
et the more; which was the co 


of theip ang BP. arms to dhe 


5 A Tue fil ons g was in Cal 


ed with a band of ſoldiers; to curb. the 


under the moſt (grievous oppreſſions; 
any curate with, two or three of theſe 


55 they had a mind, for now the gentle- 
man muſt pay, 3h his lady, ſervants, 
of tenants, did not attend the pariſh+ 
church: the tenant muſt be oppreſſed: 
it the landlord withdrew, the he and 
3 his family attended ever ſo cloſely. The 
widow, the fatherleſs, the old 1 in- 
firm, were not ſpared: the very poor 
muſt beg to pay the church fines. The 
meat muſt be ſnatch'd from the mouths 
©, | of innocent children, and thrown to 
the dogs; many houſes. were quarter- 

ed upon, and, hen their Proviſions 

wire conſumeq, their furniture was ei- 
ther ſold or burats' - ſo that multitudes 
of poor families, and even gentlemen 
were ſcattered, and reduced to the ut- 
. .moſtestremiries. Sir James continued 
haus terrible ravages in the weſt and 
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Ls of , 


loway, the occaſion was this: In the 
ſpring 1666, Sir James Turner march- 


Prefſbyterians in the weſt, and laid them 


armed apoſtles, fined whom they pleaſ- 
ed; and, made as large exactions as 
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| f o 1 
countrymen. bana themſelves i in 
Darly in Galloway, were informed, 

that three or four ſoldiers had ſeized a 
poor old man, and brought him to his 
own houſe, where they were going to 
ſtrip him naked, and ſet him on a red 
hot grid- iron, and uſing: other unheard- 
of cruelties. Whereupon they imme- 
diately repaired to the houſe, and beg- _ 
ged the ſoldiers to let the poor old man 


alone; but they, inſtead of complying 7 


with this humane deſire, attacked the 
countrymen, who got the better, diſ- 
armed the ſoldiers, and relieved their 
fellow ſufferer; and, leſt other ſoldiers 
in the pariſh, who were about weine 
in e bool ll upon them, they 
vere joined that ſame night, by ten 
or eight acquaintances, and next morn- 
ing early ſurpriſed the party of ſoldiers, 


who all, laid down. their e 12 7. x: 5 


one, who was killed. 44 
"The country. on this, was alurmack; 


and being apprehenſive, thatSir James: 5 


Turner would make repriſals, they re- 
folved to ſtand upon their own defence. 


Accordingly the laird of Barſeob, ane 


ſome other gentlemen in that neigh= | 


| gc, . eee : "7 


＋ 20 9 

| getting cogent about att horſe, ant 
a fe foot, went directly to Dumfries, 
where they ſarpriſed 8ir James, took 
him priſoner. and diſarmed his ſol- 
diers, without Hurting any of them, 
except one who was wounded: thus 
being done, they went to the market 75 
crofs,' and publickly, drank the king's 

| health, and ry" to his ee 
; 

+ When the news of this reached the 
n it ſtruck a panick to the pre- 
lates and managers at Edinburgh, who 
directly diſpatched an expreſs to the 
King wich an account of the horrible 
3 as the council termed it. 


After thdſe who were in arms, had 


* Sir James, were determined to 


| 1 themſelves, they were joined by 


Col. Wallace, Meſſ. Welſh, Robertſon, 


5 5 Guthrie, &c. When they came to 


Ochiltree, er Me Semp le preached to 


|. them; theyinodeledtlietaſelres $cchoſe | 

their own. officers, and held their firſt 
. councilof war, where after prayer they 
reſolved to march towards Edinburgh, 


helieving God could ſave hy fe w as well 
as by many, they carrying Sir James 
n thous: hes 75 came ta 


WHY ee 
anerk. chey renewed the covenants; 
being about 1500 ſtrong, horſe and 
foot. Before they left this place, Wil- 
iam Laurie of Blackwood, came up 
to them from Duke Hamilton, to pre- 
vail with them to lay down their arms; 
but as he did not apply to Colonel Walz 
" lace, or to any of their officers, he re- 
6 turned without ſucceſs. In the after- 
noon, general Dalziel with his army 
were entering Lanerk, juſt about the 
time Col. Wallace and his men had left 
it. The latter marched that night to 
Bathgate, where having no accomoda- 
tion, they renewed their march about 
Gs midni ght, and came to the Newbridge , + 
m the morning, having loſt by deſer- 
tion that night, near the one half of 
their little army. From thence they 
marched to Collington, within Aa 
few miles of Edinburgh By this time 
the king's forces were come to Calder, 
andi all gentlemen that had horſes were 
ordered by the council to mount them, 
and warch under Montroſe to join 
| Dalziel; fo chat none of their friends 
from Edinburgh, & c. joined them. 
When they found themſelves thus diſ- 
appointed, their hopes and counſeliss 
Pere at an end. Here Blackwood came 
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T4) 
wy Apna the bird. of perkiniming. 
to renew the former propoſal, withal” | 


Gignifying that he had obtain'd the ges? 
neral's word of honour for a ceſſation. 1 
| of arms till the next morning. BW jo 
On chis, by appointment, Col. Wal- n 
1 er wrote to the general by theſe two 
3 ae eee ee e e . 
| 
\ 


1 


And ſignifying, that their deſign was 
bobnliy to apply to the councib for — 4 
and deſiring a paſs for one of their num- 
ber, chat might repreſent their grievan- 


ces and deſires more fully; concluding 
4 with a requeſt, that Blackwood might 
return with the general's anſwer as 


1 ſoon as poſſible: But the general in- 
ſtead of returning an anſwer, ſent the 
letter directly to the council, and not- 
withſtanding the aſſurance given of a 
ceſſation of arms, marched: his army 

* towards them. Colonel Wal- 

lace and his men, reſolved upon the FS 
| beſt retreat they could, and from Col- FF - 
lington, they marched to the houſe of 
Muir, and from thence, to Rullion- | 
- green, near-Pentland-hills, where they 


drew up the remains of their army, 
; Ned exceeding goo men, ſpent and ve- {| , 
ry muce 9 Nr Fog n no de. | 


IT: 
ene . 0 nad in hopes 
ol a peaceable concluſion from Black- 
: -wood's negotiation; but they were 
„e formed, when an alarm A 
that 2 body of .horſe was approach» e 
ing them; they found it was Dalziebs 
men, -whick had cut thrqug h the 
145 ridge of Pentland- hills, and. came 
2 them undiſcovered, till they 
were within a quarter of a mile, up- 
on a hill over againſt them. Colonel 
Wallace upon this, ſent Captain Ar- 1 , 
not, who repulſed General Drum . 
mond, who was ſent by Dalziel wich 
12 {elect party to begin the attack: 
Here two miniſters. that came N 
pbeland fell. When this party was. dri 
ven back, there was no ſmall. confu- 5 
fon in Dalziel's army, of whom not 
few threw down their arms. Ma- 
or Larmond made the ſecond OE 
and repulſed the King's forces; Duke 
Hamilton narrowly eſcaping. The 
laſt encounter was after ſun- ſet, when 
Dalziefs foot and horſe flanked up- 
on all hands, overpowered. Colonel 
Wallace's little army, and comp! leatly : oth 
og them. There were about x 
of the Colonel men 3 1 008 
boutavmany taken 5 


s » 
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14 J. | 
tis Alan; K Bos $i in che altjavene. 
pariſhes were very cruel to the flying 
army; many of whom they killed, 
and others they took priſoners. Tom 
Jonel Wallace and Mr Welſh fled to 


the north, the Colonel got ſafe to Hol- 


land, and the reſt made the beſt ſhift: 
they could. Thus was this body of | 
_ good people diſperſed and e up- 
. the 28th day of November 1666. 
After this i perſing of theſe op- 
Pteſſect people, ſeveral of the well 
diſpoſed epiſeopal clergy {et upon the 


f ks Silos, to lay hold of this opportu- 

unity for acquiring the affections of 
tte country by becoming interceſſors 
fͤ0ovr the priſoners that were taken, and 
hat" ſeveral of the biſhops, agreed to 
tis; but, Sharp, on che contrary, 
F encourag ' d the curates to bring in al 
© , he information in their power againſt 
e the priſoners, or any tkat had been 


that they might be 


amongſt chem, 


...__ Fought after and proceeded againft. 
Aud that after ſeyeral of the priſoncs 
pete condemm'd, and a few executed, 

1 8 letter came ne from che t 


* 4 


on 


Y fries, fat down in judgment at Ayr, 


| gow, and from thence to the ton ß 


and others, who- were veſted wits — > 
| ; en pO Wer. e 


_ after the execution of Mr M. Kail. 
Twelve more of the priſoners were 
brought before them, who were all 5 
found Guilty of treaſon, and See, — Oe 
dd be e at Air, lrxvine, and | 


was, appointed ny: the execution of x 


1. Þ 5 
ally, 00 4 beſtly Legt in „ till as 
mand as he had a mind ſhould die, 

After a good number of the. pri- 
a had been executed at Edin- 
burgh, Lord Rothes, the. commiſi : 
oner, being come from London, re: 
ſolvecl upon a progreſs through the 1 
weſt and ſouth, that he might co, ''- 
at the bottom of ſome imaginary con- 
Hiracy and plot; but no diſcoveries e 
could be made; He came firſt to Glaſ- 


Ayr, wich a committee of Noblemen 


Accordingly the! par] of Kelly, lien 1 
tenant; general Drummond, Charles: 
Maitland of Hatton, and James 
Crichton, brother to the earl Dum- 


on tlie 24th of December, twa days 


Dumfries 
Thorkiay the, 27th: of December, . 


W af 
\ * 
N | 
* 
| F J.,o* 


. 4c 
James M*Millan, George 1 


John Shont, John Grahame, John 
- Muirhead, and Cornelius Anderſon, 


tioner, being unwilling to embrue 


got out of the Way. ' And the provoſt 
not being able to find one that would 


his life on condition of executing 
he other ſeven.” "Accordingly, in the 


__ Twered, if he did it, they ſhould wiſh 


Was kept intoxicate till the execution 
was over. When he came off the gib- 


out of the town. His conſcience af- 


ed him, at laſt he retired to Ireland, 


. $ TEIN where he built a little houſe On ſome . 
=P Go common near Dublin, where his houſe _ 
Fe and he afterwards were e burnt to aſhes, 
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Nals Smith, ter) NM. «Millan; 


(Ra . We his hands in the blood of theſe men, 


undertake the hateful work, propoſ- 
ed that one of the eight ſhould have 


morning, the magiſtrates went into the 
Priſon, and laid the propoſal before 
the priſoners: Upon which Cornelius 

; Anderſon ſaid, If the reſt would for- 
give bim he would do it. They an- 


him repentance and forgiveneſs. He 


bet, the boys and others ſtonned . 


ter this troubled him, every one ſhun- 


| at the town of Ayr. But the execu- 


by 


Comm] 3 14 
{Jams Blackitood, and TEM M'Coul * 
1 were executed at lrvine on the 31 f | 
1 December. John Grier and William 
BY Welſh, who were condemn'd at Ayr. 
were executed at Dumfries on Wed- 
velday che ad of January 1667; Thus 
ftrom the ad of December, to the 224 
c, January, were no leſs chan 4 
ccuted out of 40. | 
8 The ſteadineſs 1 William Sythers f 
4 had, exeeutioner at Irvine, is too re- 
0 markable not to be recorded here; " FE 
> for, when the executianer at Ayr de- 
Artec. nothing could, prexatþ, with . 
Am to ſupply his place. 

He came of poor parents in Strah- 
naver, the wildeſt part 66 the north 
highlands, and had no education til! 
alter he came to be executioner at Ir-⸗ 

vine, and then, with difficulty learn- 
ec to read Engliſh, and took great de:. 
ght in his Bible; and the more he WF; 
became acquainted with it, the mare 
de began to ſcruple to execute au, 44 
unleſs he was clear they deferved ioo 
die. When be was preſſed to go 8 
Ar, bis. feruples increaſed, hecauſe 
be Valk heard the priſoners were god-⸗ 
* — Nee * the Bop, 


1 


1 
| . fay 8 aq E never loved ſince 1 
loved my Bible. Theſe words, Heb. 
iv. 12. made great impreſſion upon 
him, ſo chat he was reſolved not to 


have a hand in that execution. 


Hie was brought from the church | 
. e the provoſt of Irvine, and, re- 


fuſing to go to Ayr, was put in priſon 
till Monday. night, when a ſerjeant 
with ſix ſoldiers came from thence to 
fetch him; but ſtill perſiſting in his 
_ «refuſal, he was remanded to priſon 
till next morning, when they forced 


rx him to go. And being then brought 


before the provoſt of Air, he conti- 


| _ nucdreſvluteto have no hand! in exe- 
7, _ cuting the priſoners, notwithſtanding 
all the promiſes that were made him; 

(io he was committed again to priſon, | 


© Upon this, one Mr White a'curate, 
"came to perfuade him to do his office, 


fſaying, Do you not no.] that theſe 


men are guilty of rebellion, and that 


n Fe eheh! as the fin of witcheraft? 
7 5 22 .* "Fo which he anſwered; That the re- 


bellion poke of there, was Saul's re- 
bellen againſt the immediate wa 


mand and revealed will of God. 
© Gr: he fo ballled che 5 * 


; Li as an Te hs * 


—  - 


* 


* 

7 inſtead of anſwering Bran he Laid, Pg 
way with thee, the devil is in thee, 
and thou haſt dealings with familiar 
ſpirits. To which William replied, 
| If the devil be in me, he is an unna- 

tural devil; for if he were like the 

reſt, he. would: bid me take as ae 

\, lives as I could, that he might get 
many ſouls; but the ſpirit. that is in 

me will not ſuffer me. to take os; - 
mens ess: 
He was next drowns paths Lord 

Kelly, the provoſt, and others ; and, 

after they had threatened and ridicul- - 

ed him, the boots were called for. 
Then he ſaid, Lou may bring the 
boots and ſours: too, you ſhall not 
prevail. They therefore threatened to 
pour a crouſe full of melted lead up- 

on his hands; but when they ſaw - 
how ready he was to receive it, they 
were aſtoniſſied. Ihen Lord Kelly 
tried what wheedling. might do; but 
all proved ineffectual. And obſerving 
what pertinent anſwers he gave, the 
Lieutenant General ſaid, Tell me 
I quickly,-who learned you theſe anſs 
Vers; I perceive you have got a pa- 
5 Per from” folngs: of theſe Te mi- i; | 
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| miller, at have got vour anſwers 
perquire. ' Wilkam. ſaid, not fo, my 
Lord; but God, that ſaid, * Bear not; 
when ye thall be brought before kings 


1 avcy. 7 


and rulers far my fake, it ſhall be gi- 


den von in that. hour: what ye an 


— 
Q. AS. ati, -- 
— 
- 


— 


— . 4 


flay, I will give chee ee 
+ | wiſdom, 4 chme ad verſaries ſhall 
. not be able to anſwer: He makes his 
promiſe good in me. Then 'feverak 
gentlemen ſaid, Away with him; the 
LE. devil i is in bim; be bas dealing with 
8 familiar tpirits. To this he fpoke aa 
do che curate. Then the hentenant ge- 
N noeral ſaid, Felk me quickly, who put 
f-, theſe words in your manch, elſe 3 


tall be hanged. To which he rep 


ed, Even he who! made Baaam's Rk. 
de ſpeak, cam much more make me a 


reafonable creature to fpeak. It is he 
that gave me theſe anlwers, and: like- 
write forbids me to do this; in is he and 


no other. Then Lord Kelly id, He 
thinks no better fport chan arg ind 


ſcripture to confound us with: it, but 


vou ſhall rue it when you are going 
t de hang d. To this he anfwered, Ii 


© this confound you, you ſhall be bet- 
der ee 1 818 read Iu. ne xer 


; 


1 Corinthians 1. 26. | How 1 not 


many wiſe men after the fleſn, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are 
called; but God hath chaten the deb. i 
liſh things of the world to confound 
the things rhat are mighty, &c.” Then 
ſaid Kelly, Take the devil out of my 
ſight, and put him in the narroweſt 
place of the ſtocks: at the ſame time 
the provoſt whiſpered him in the ear, 
and offered to give him fifty dollars, 
and ſuffer him afterwards to return 
to the Highlands. But the honeſt man 
anſwered with a loud voice, What, 
would you have me to ſell my con- 
ſcience! where can I flee from God!. 
Remember Jonas fled from God, but 

the Lord found him out, and duck d 5 


him over the lugs; ſo ſhall he me if ? 


l go over the light of my conſcience. 
| He was put in che ſtocks therefore. 
Then four ſoldiers were ſent for, and 


having charged their pieces, brought - 


a cap to cover his face, and threate- 
ned to ſhoot him; but, finding him 
ſo undaunted as to open his breaſt to 
receive their fire. One ſaid, He ſhall _ 
not be ſhot, but hang'd ard: given to 
Be . While he was in the flocks, 


N \ 
? 
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dim, what he thought of the biſhops. 
His anſwer was, I truly think the bi- 


ſhops take more nh chan Chriſt 
"I who was a berter preacher than 
any of them, for he would not med- 
dle with dividing che inheritance a- 
being a ſpi- 
ritual teacher, refuſed to meddle with 
civil law: bur why. our biſhops fit in 
. and go in before Earls? 


Wang the brethren. He 


Lam informed they fir and ride in par- 
lament, and 1 in worldly: affairs; 


OChriſt nor his apeſtles had them not; 

they are lords over God's heritage; 
bur our Saviour ſays to his miniſters, 
be princes of e exerciſe 
dominion, bur it ſhall not be fo among 
Fou, but he that will he the greateſt 
Wall be ſervant uf all. Thebiſhops are 
e tbe ſerihes and phariſees, againſt 


hon the Loud pronounced many a2 
wo. Wa be to you ſcribes and phari- 
+ ſees, ye love the chief. ſeats in the y- 

nagogues; ſo. love our biſhops the 


chief fears, in parliament. Wo to you 
ſoeribes and phariſees, for ou love to 
"wo ms and to be called of 


dhey have their coaches to ride in, but 


a a4 © WB > ww 
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men, Rabbi. The oy VE ps Ane ade * 
er and a man ro beer. their 
calls roo, and they think they never 
| t their right ſtyle, till they be cal- 
3 21 My Lord, aud ſome of hetn your 
. Grace.” Lou give grace to a graceleſs 
face: they oppreſs the poor people to 
feed their own bellies: for which the 
Lord pronounceth many a wo againſt 
them. Then ſaid they, Timothy and 
Titus were biſhops, To which he re- 
plied, They were preaching biſhops, 
but not bithops over whole dioceſes. 
i And, as the apoſtle ſays, “ A biſhop 
ſhould be blameleſs, the huſband of 
one wife, ſo I think a preaching bi- 
op ſhould have but one flock, &e. 
"Then they aſked what he thought 
pf the King? Would you have me to 
„ e treaſon? The king is ſet over us 
all by God, and his - fubjetts thould 
pray for him, and defend his perſon 
and government, and obey him in all 
things according to the word of God. 
But I wiſh his majeſty and all kings 
May take good heed co the . r 
Lord, Nr. / do 15 2 NE” at RO oP 
Alter x good deal r 1 280 
to this purpoſe,” he was next threat: 
en de rolled. 25 e 55 


W barrel Bled . iron iss Ws 
ver, he was nothing terrified. by his 
adverſaries, but continued ſtill dels. AF 
late, till at alt they WN 8 6 | 

to let him go. 
W hereupon Acad Eglinton fant: For 
$11. 0 * examined him concerning what 
. had befallen him; and ſaid, Poor man, 
Vpou did well in not doing what they 
would have had you. To this he re- 
plied, My lord, you ſay I have done 
well, but you perſecute A from firſt 
i HE tolaſt; this tells me in my experience, 
dat you go againſt the light of your 
| £2 SO conſcience. Wo will be wb yan” 
that go againſt the light of your con- 
ſcience. Eglinton ſaid, Know you not 
that I have kept you from being dee. 
ed, and are you telling me that? He 
replied, Keep me from drowning too, 
1 will tell you the ve rity. Thus they 
made this poor man feel the fear of | 
death, tho e the pain of it. 
- Not long after this, Shirp became 
| Agreed even to the Kidz, that he 
by a ſpecial letter appointed Duke 
Hamilton to preſide 1 in council; and 
in another letter to Lord Rothes or- 
dered him to write to Sharp to ſtay in 
his Sno 1 88 eee n 
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more nb ſtate affairs, upon which he 
ſhewed as great abjectneſs under this 
light diſgrace, as he had ſhewed inſo- | 
kene before, whenhe had more favour. 
Tho' Sharp was now diſmiſs'd as 


- 


N e of the council, he was ſtill 


ſooked upon by the Preſbyterians, as 


the principal cauſe of all their mis for- 
tunes, by betraying their cauſe and 
- intereſt.” There was one Mr James 
Mitchel, a preacher, who determined 


to make away with Sharp, as he look= 


eld upon him ro be an enemy to God, 
and all good men. Accordingly on the 
Vi 11th July 1669, when Sharp and Hon- 
nuyman biſhop of Orkney, were going 
into a coach at the head of Blackfriars 
wynd, Edinburgh, Mitchel diſcharged 
aà piſtoh at the north- ſide of the coach, 
Honnyman received the ſhot in the 
wriſt, which was deſigned for Sharp. 
But Sharp was ſo univerſally hated, 
that tho' this was done in the high⸗ RE 
'Þ fireet, and, in full light of the day, 
yet, none attempted to ſeize Mitchel, 
bo, with great deliberation, went 


down the wynd, changed his clothes, - 
and eſeaped. The cry ſoon aroſe, that 
A man was N upon which, fome 7 
C | 


Ul 
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reptiod, It was only a' biſhop. It is 


ſaid, that this accident made a little im- 
preſſion on Sharp. Biſhop Burnet, the 
hiſtorian, tells us that when he called 


upon Sharp on this occaſion, he ſaid 


with a very ſerious look, My times are 


_ wholly in thy hand, O thou God of my 


life. - This, 555 Burnet, was the only 


expreſſion favouring of piety that fell 


8 him in all the converſation that 


paſſed between them. And tho' pro- 


clamations were made, and great re- 


_ wards offered for the apprehending of 


Mr Mitchel, yet he ſtill kept out of the 
way, until the beginning of the year 


1674, when he was taken, and made 
cloſe priſoner by order of the Chance- 


lor, and on February 11th he was exa- 


mined by the Chancellor, lord Advo- 
cate, and ord Hatton, when he denied 


the aſſaſſination of the. Archbiſhop, 


(but being taken apart by the Chan- 


cellor, he confeſſed, he baeing got the 
aſſurance of his life), that it was he 
that ſhot the biſhop of Orkney, 


while 
aiming at the Archbiſhop. Mitchel, 


was: then ſent to priſon till the 2d of 
Mlarch, when he was brought before- 
5 das bords of waer. and indicted 


—— —U—6 


e 


for bias concerned at Pentland; and 
for the attempt on the Archbiſhop; but 
he pleaded not guilty, and inſiſted that 


the things alledged againſt him ſhould 
be proved. The trial was put off till the 


25th, Mean time the Lords made an 
act, (March 12; 1074), in which it was. 


ſpecified, thatMr James Mitchel, con- 


felled his firing the piſtol at the Arch- 
biſhop of St Andrews, upon aſſurance 


given a of his life, by one of the 


committee, who had a warrant from 
the lord Commiſſioner and ſecret coun- 
eil to give the ſame; and therefore did 


freely confeſs, &c. Mr Mitchel on the 


en eee ier . 
but as chere was no proof againſt him, 
except his own. confeſſion, they, with 
conſent of the Advocate, protraQted the 
trial, and remanded him to priſon. 
Mr Mitchel having lien in priſon till 


the 7th of January 1677, and having 
ſtill refuſed to own what he had con- 
feſſed before the council, in preſence of 


the juſticiary; was ordered, to beg 
torture, concerning his 
being in 465 rebellion 1666, as it was 
called. But ſeeing that there was no 


amined by 


Proof of his being in that ee 
Sc, | 
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and that as it had happened near ten 
years before, it was certainly a hard 
meaſure to torture him for that now. 

However a committee was appointed, 
of which, the earl of Linlithgow was 
_ prefes. Mr Mitchel was brought be- 


fore them on the 18th of January, a- 


bout fix in the evening: The earl told 
him, He was brought before them to 
fee whether he adhered to his former 
confeſſion. - He anſwered, My Lord, 
__  RisnotunknowntoyourLordſhip, and 
_ © others here preſent, that, by the coun- 

_ .._eiF's orders, I was remitted to the lords 
bolt juſticiary, before whom I received 
an indictment at my lord advocate's 

_ - inſtance, whereby I was to be forfeited 
of hfe and fortune, altho' I have no 
fortune: To which-indi&mentI anſ- 
wered at three ſeveral diets: And, the 
laſt diet being deſerted by my lord ad- 
vocate, I humbly conceive,thatboth by 

. thelaw of the nation, and practice of 
_* this courtat that time, Loughtto have 
been ſet at liberty; yet notwithſtand- 
ing, I was contrary to law, equity and 
juſtice returned to priſon ; and, upon 

* what account, I am this night before 
your lordſhips, I know not, The preſes 


hs 


told him, He was not accuſed before 
them, either upon life or fortune, but 
called to ſee whether he would own his 
former confeſſion. Mr Mitchel anſwer- 
ed. That he knew no crime that he was 


guilty of, and therefore no ſuch con- 


feſſion as was alledged. Upon this the 
treaſurer-depute faid, That the pannel 

was one of the moſt arrogant cheats, 

liars and rogues he had known. The 
priſoner replied, My lord, if there were 
fewer of thoſe perſons you have been 
ſpeaking of in the nation, I would not 
now He ſtanding at this bar. Where- 
upon he was remanded back to priſon. 
| "On the 22d, he was again brought 
before them inthe lower council houſe, 
when a paper was produced, alledged 
to be ſubſcribed by bim; and, being 
interrogated as above, he ſaid, My lord, 
Tacknowledge no ſuch ching. The pre- 
ſes ſaid, Sir, you ſet what is on the table, 
| (meaning the boots), I will ſee if theſe 
will make you do it. Mr. Mitchel ſaid, 
My lord, i confeſs, that, by torture, 

vou may cauſe me to blaſpheme God, 
asSaul did compel the ſaints; you may 
Cauſe me to ſpeak amiſs of your lord- 
pegs call myſelf a thief, bee 


G 3 


much of a man, and a Scotſman, 


c 3„% 1 
&c. and cher pannel me upon it; but, 


if you ſhall, 'my lord; put me to it, 1 


here proteſt before God and your ord- 


ſhips, that nothing extorted from me 


by torture, ſhall be made uſe of againſt 
me in judgment, nor have any force in 
law againſt me or any other perſon; but 
to be plain with you, my lords, I am 
ſo much of a Chriſtian, pes: hüte ver 


your Lordſhips ſhall legally prove a- 


gainſt me, if it be a truth, I ſhall not 
deny it; but, on the contrary, I am ſo 
that 
J never held my ſelf obliged by te law 
of God, Wes or the nation, tobe my 
Own accuſer, So that ſtill perſiſting in 


refuſing to own the ſubſcription of the 
paper they had produced, he was again 
| {ent to priſon. 


IL 


On the 24th Aue the e 


Vas brou ght before the juſticiary, and 


the executioner and the boots were pre- 
ſented. He was again interrogated, as 


above; but, perliſting in his refuſal, 
he was tied in an etbow chair, and or- 


dered to be tortured with the boots. 


"=> executioner aſking which of the 


egs he ſhould take; he lords ſaid, any 
f them. And, he taking the let, Mr 


/ 


- ' 
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EL 

Mitchel faid; Since the judges have not 
determined, take the beſt of the two, 
for I freely beſtow it in the cauſe, and 

ſo he put his right leg in the engine. 
V pon this the advocate deſired leave to 
ſpeak a few-words, but continued his 
- difcourſe for a conſiderable time, Up- 
wards of 30queſtions were propoſed to 
Mr Mitchel, particularly, concerning 
the affairs of Pentland,, to ſee if they 
could find him in a contradiction; but 

_ perceiving their deſign, and the wedge 
pinching the boot, and paining him 

- moſt ſenſibly, he ſpoke as follows: My 
lords, (not. Lnewing that I ſhall eſcape 
this torture with my life), I beſeech you 
to remember what Solomon ſaith, He 
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| © whoſheweth ercy, ſnall havejudg- 
ment without mercy: and, if there be 

; any here preſent, as I hope, there are 

few or none, whoſe diſpoſition i is ſo ea- 

R ger in purſuing after innocent blood, 

; that nothing elſe than a full draught of 

i - 1t will ſatisfy them ; Lſay, let ſuch re- 

member 1 18 ſpoken? Rev. xix. For 

ö. true and righteous, &c. And now, my 


e lords, I do freely and from the heart | 
forgive you, who are appointed to be 


y ib. 
r about this horrid work, and alſo oe 


% 


1 


| MP 2 
wh are vitiating their eyes bekolding 


. the ſame; 31 and 1 do intreat, that God 
may never lay it to the charge of any 


of you, as I beg that God may be plea- 


ſed for his Son Chriſt's ſake, 89805 out 
my ius and i iniquities, and never lay 
them to my charge here nor hereafter. 


The queſtions being all over, the 


17 ara took down his leg from a 
ä cheſt, where it lay all the while in the 


boot, & thruſting in his ſhelves began 
his ſtrokes, at each of which they aſk'd 
if he had any more to ſay, he — 25 


No more, my lords. There were nine 
ſtrokes given on the wedge, at the laſt 
of which he fainted through the extre- 
mit of pain; 10 that the executioner 
cried out, My lords, 


— 


is gone, he is 
nded to leave 


gone. Then they com 


off the torture, and riſing from their 
ſeats; went away; after which he was 


carried back to priſon in the chair in 


8 which he was tied during the torture. 


Sdon after, Mr Mitchel was ſent pri- 


ſonertotheBaſs, and after he had been 
confined there tilithe beginning of the 
pear 1678, it was now determined to 
5 e him, and on che 3d of Jan- 
4 uarys Sir George Lockbartand Mir Jen 


85 n 75 
Ellis, were appointed to pleads for him 


before the juſticiary. Sharp puſhed on 


the trial, pretending he was in great 
danger of his life, and, the rather be- 
cauſe the perſon who made the attem pt 


on him was let live ſtill; and, therefore 


Sharp would have his life, & Lauder- 
dale gave way toit. Sir Archibald Prim- 
roſe, Mtely turned out of the regiſter's 


place, was made juſtice general. He 


fancied, ſays Burnet, that orders had 
been given to eraſe the act the council 
had made, but turning to the books, 


he found the act ſtill on record. So he 


took a copy of it, and ſent it to Mr 


Mitchel's council; and, a day or two - 


before the trial went on, Lauderdale, 


who, together with Sharp, Rothes, and 


Hatton, were ſummoned as the priſo- 


ner's witneſſes. Primroſe told Lauder- 


dale, that many thought a promiſe of 
life had been given; but the latter ſtifly 


denied it, and the former ſaid, That 


he heard there was an act of ounce 
made about it, and wiſhed that that 


might be looked i into. Lauderdale ſaid 
hae was ſure that was not poſſible, and 


he would not give himſelf the trouble 


to look over the books of council. 


* * 
— 4 
k 
„ 


— 


n — —— 
2 — 4 * 
T3 


. „ 5 
8 - 


—— 
b _ 4 — ' 4 w 
,- oe „ * 
— EK . 2 
* N 
— . « f 
- 


< 4 . : 1 — _ a 
_ > aa. RSS oy 1 
4 


14 1 1 


— 


= + -< 


. 


His 920 3 = 8 27th The 


great proof brought againſt him was 
his confeſſion, (10th Feb, 1074.) Many 


and long were the reaſonings upon the 
points in the indictment; & Sir George 


Lockhart argued in behalf of the pri- 


ſoner, with great judgment and learn- 
ing, to the admiration of the audience, 


ſhe wing, that no extrajudicial confeſ- 


fon could be allowed in court, and that 


his confeſſion was extorted from him, 
| by hopes and promiſes of life. 


Then, after ſome witneſſes were ex- 


amined, relating to the attempt upon 
the biſhop, the lord advocate produced 
his witneſſes for proying Mr Mitchei's 
_ confeſſion; And, firſt, the carl of Ro- 
thes, Being ſhewn Mr Mitchel's con- 
feſſion, ſwore, That he was preſent and 
ſaw him ſubſcribe that paper; and 
heard him make the confeſſion con- 


tained therein, and afterwards ratify 
the ſame at the council bar, in the pre- 


ſence of the king's commiſſioners, the = 
lords of privy council fitting in coun- 
cil, and that he had ſubſeribed the ſaid 
confeſſion; but, that he did not at all 


give any aſſurance tothe priſoner for 


',\ | hislifez Mauch e 


| L 35 5 
8 any ſuch Anne and chat 155 lord- 
ſhip does not remember that there was 
any warrant given by the council to 
his lordſhip for that effect; and, ſays 
he, if there be expreſſions 1 in any pa- 
per, which may ſeem toinfer any thing 
to the contrary, he conceives it hath 
been inſerted upon miſtake. Maitland 
of Hatton, and the duke of Lauderdale 
ſwore much to the ſame purpoſe. 

Then Archbiſhop Sharp ſwore, That 
that day the pannel or priſoner did fire 
at his Grace, he had a wave of him 
paſſing from the coach, and croſſing 
the ſtreet, which made ſuch impreſſion 
upon his Grace, that by the firſt fight 
he ſaw of him, after he was taken, he 
knew him to be the perfon who ſhot | 
theſhot. Depones, his Grace ſaw him 
at the council bar, in preſence of his 
Majeſty's Commiſſioner and Council, 
acknowledge his confeſſion before the | 
committee, & heard him adhere there- 
to and renew the fame; and that there 
was no aſſurance of life given him, IJ 
nor any warrant to any other to do it; 
only, he promiſed, at his firſt raking, 
that, if he would freely confeſs the | 
fault, and expreſs his repentance for @ "al 
the fame at chartime, e n far- „ 


[0.36] 
: ther troubling) judicatories te his 
SGrace would uſe his beſt endeavours for 
flavour to him, or elſe leave him to ju- 
ſtice. But that he either gave him aſ- 
Nt ſurance, or gave warrant to any to give 
it, is a falſe and malicious calumny. 
And that his Grace made no promiſe to 
Nicol Somervel, other than that it was 
huis intereſt to make a free confeſſion, 
This NicoISomervel offered to give his 
_ oath, that Sharp promiſed to him to 
| ſecure his life if he would prevail with 
him.to confeſs. Sharp denied this, and 
9 called it a villanous lie. 
Alfter theſe witneſſes were examined, 
| theadvocatedeclared he had cloſed the 
f pProbation; whereupon, the priſoner 
produced a copy of an act of council, 
| - - T2th March 1674, praying that the re- 
giſter might be produced, or the clerks. 
| | bdbeobliged to. give extracts, which they 
* had refuſed. Lockhart, ſays Burnet, 
. - pleaded, That ſince the court had ad- 
Judged chat the Council was a judica- 
deore, all people had a right to ſearch | 
into their regiſters, and the priſoner 
who was like to ſuffer by a confeſſion 
made there, ought to have the benefit 
_ - the as. en earlof Rothes . 


Az K 37 1 
. vas in court! only as a ita, * 


ſio kad no right to ſpeak; ſtood up ani 


ſaid, That he, and thoſe other noble 


perlons, were not brought thither to 5 


de accuſed of perjury; and added; that | 
the books of council were the king's 
| FER and that no court ſhould — 
the peruſing of them. In ſhort: this 
; defence was rejected, and next day Mr 
Mitchel was brought in guilty, and 


condemn'd to be hang'd in . e | 


5 market on Friday the 18th! inſtant. 
As ſoon as the court broke up, the 


orde went up ſtairs, and to their name 


_ found the act recorded and ſigned by 
lord Rothes the preſident of the council. 


This action, lays Burnet, and all thoſe 27 


concerned in it, was looked at by all 
people with horror. And it was ſuch 
8 complication ot treachery, perjury, 

and cruelty, as the like has not per- 
haps been knewn. Notwithſtanding 
| al this, Mr Mitchel was executed ac- 


Mr Mitchel, in a letter e 

R . theolbooth of Edinburgh, fas, 

iat as to his deſign againſt Sharp, he 
ed on him to 22 main inſti 


8 cording to his ſentence. 1 


1 tor of all che o ppreſion and bloodſhed | 2 


? of om abe 3 * 


# > * 


"% | 
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on; and of e purſuer of his 
life. And he being a ſoldier, not have 
ing laid down his arms, being ſtill up- 
on his own defence, and having no 
other end or quarrel at any man, and 
tf had a right to take every advantage 

ainſthim. Moreover, he being on no 
terms of capitulation, but on the con- 
trary, 1, ſays he, by his inſtigation, be- 
ing excluded from all grace and favour 
"ebooght' it. my duty to purſue him on 
all occafions. Iſhall like wiſe offer to your p 
conſideration that paſſage, Deut. xii. 9, 
wherein it is manifeſt, that the fedu- 
cer or enticer to worſhip a falſe god is 
to be put to death by the hand of thoſe 


Fhom he ſeeks to turn away from the 


Lord, eſpecially by the hand of che wit- 


By nefſes, whereof | am one, as it appear- 


eth Deut. xiii. which precept I humb- 
ly take to be moral, and not merely ju- 
| dicialorceremonial. And as every mo- 
ral precept is univerſal as to the extent 


| ; 2 15 a of place, ſo alſo, as to the extent of time 


and perſons. After this he took notice 
1 of Phineas, Elijah, &c. and added, | 
knew that' che biſhops both will: and. 
do ſay, that what hp did againſt the. 
| Lord's people, whom they murdered, 
ere * it 95 wr * e but 


3 


K 1 hr 
3 [ did: was ede, to both: 4 


Y 3 bor the King himſelf, and all the 


eſtates of the land, and every individual 
perſon, both were, and are obliged by 
the oath. of God upon them, to have 
| extirpated the perjured prelatesand pre- 
lacy; and in doing thereof, to have 

defended one another with their lives 
and fortunes: and now they vaunt of 


| authority! But, what authority do 


they mean? Truly y, I know not, ex- 
5 it be the authority wh their aggre= 
| gated gods, new gods, &c. 
Ihe reader, will by this A per- | 
ceive, that Mr Mirchel looked upon 
N Una, as in a ſtate of war, and that 


bharp was doubtleſs oneof the chief in 


ſugators of the oppreſſion and blood- 
/ ſhed of this very diſmal, period, there- 
* fore thought he had a right to take 
every opportunity of cutting him off, 
. 1 as all the ways. of common 
juſtice were blocked up. But ſuppol- 
ing Mr Mitchel's attempt e 
Jet, conſidering the promiſe of life g 
ven him, he was unjuſtly put to 19 
as was ſufficiently argued at his trial, 

In April 1674, the worthy Mr James , 
Velmood, brother to Andrew, author” 
933 


of the Glimpſe of Glory, died at Perth. 
The night after he died, his corpſe 
were remoyed from John Barclay's 
dDouſe inte a private room, until his 
friends might conſult about his fune- 
rah that Barclay might not come to 
trouble for concealing him. It was 
N * . quickly ſpread abroad that an inter- 
(| . communed preacher was dead in the 
/- town; upon which the magiſtrates or- 
dered a meſſenger to go and arreſt the 
LAY. _ corpſe, and would not fuffer them to 
It}  - be buried in Perth, bur ordered the 
down militia to be raiſed, and impri- 
| foened John Price treaſurer to the guil- 
dry, for refuſing to give out the mili- 
tia arms, However, the magiſtrates” 
allowed his friends to carry the corpſe 
out of the town, and bury them where 
they pleaſed without their precincts ; 
baut any of the town's people who were 
4 -., obſerved to accompany the funeral 
ſl. were apprehended and committed to 
#  prifon, At laſt the corpſe were with 
great difficulty interred in the church- 
WH _. yard'of Drone. This is a laſting evi- 
MF . Fence of the tyranny of the managers + 
inthis period, who would neither ſuf- 
fer the perſecuted people to be at peace 
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when alive," nor. to be buried when 
dead. 0 | | x 

On May it, e ecrict] Je * 
med with the accounts: they received: 
concerning the perſons who ode,” : 
field meetings in arms, gave uche: 3, 
ty to the earl. of Linlithgow, to order "IM 
a party of horſe, foot, and dragoons, | | 
to purſue Meſſ. Welſh, Cameron, Kid, 
or Douglas, and their followers, . to 
* ſine and: apprehend all who attended 
their convenricles, and in caſe of re- 
fiſtance, to purſue them to the death. 

On April zd, While a. party of horſe 
was riding furiouſly to Coupar of N 7 
Andrew Aiton, younger of. Inchdar- | © 
nie, going to his aunt's, the lady Murs — | 
dochcairne, they perceived him riding 
hard to eſcape. One of them obſerving 
this, broke from the reſt by order of 
the commander, and without aſking 
any queſtichs, fired at the young 
gentleman, and mortally wounded 
| bim, for two balls went through his FR 
- | body. Such was the cruelty of this __ 
Party, that tho his relation, Sir John 17 

ton, ſenr to Coupar for a ſurgeons - © | 
- | they ordered that no ſurgeon | ſhould 67 TY 
leave the town without Ferien — 

D 1 


%F 


K. 


nag, they Gar ſome of tlieir tier 


to bring him that night to Coußer; 
On the way, he fainted four times 
. through the effuſion of blood. The 
magiſtrates ſuffered him | to be carried 
to an inn, where he died next morn- 
ing, and heartily forgave the ſoldier 
by whom he was murdered. This pi- 
ous youth was but eighteen years of 


age, and had for ſome time been in- 
tercommuned. When he went with 


others to viſit Mr James Welwood on 
- his death-bed, and gave him an ac- 
count of the tyranny and wickedneſs 
of Sharp, Mr Welwood faid, You will 
ſhortly be quit of him, and he'll get 
a ſudden and ſharp off-going, and ye 
will be the firſt that will take the good 
news of. his death to heaven; which 
came literally to Pas. 
During the years. 1678 & 1659; the 
perſecution was moſt ſevere in the 
county of Fife, (and indeed through 


almoſt all the. ſouth and weſt of Scot- | 


land.) One Carmichael Sheriff-depute, 
of Coupar, being im power'd to ſeek for, 

nd perſecute all nonconformiſts and 
; BED perſons in the ſhire. 


 Befiges e ung and 


IE SDW 


5 1 


1 inprifoaing R. Ml, OP it was his 
_ cuſtom to ſeize fervants, and put firey 
matches between their fingers, toge- 
ther with ſeveral other methods of 
torture, in order to force them to diſ- 


cover where their maſters were, or any 


thing belonging to them. He would 


likewiſe beat women and children to 


make them inform againſt their huſ- 


bands and parents; not to mention 


rapes, adulteries, and other inſtances 
ot abominable wickedneſs. ? 
As the ſuffering people had no legal 
way of redreſs, ſeveral of the wander- . 


ers of this ſhire, being deprived of the 


protection of the laws of their country, : 
reſolv'd to get rid of Car ichael; and 
for this purpoſe fixed on Saturday the 


3d of May 1679; when, as they were 


informed he was to be a hunting. 


Accordingly, about nine of theſe per- 


ſons, ſome of them being gentlemen _ 
of good families, upon the day ap- 
pointed, ſearched for him through all 
the country round Coupar in Fi e, but 
do no purpoſe. 


While they were talking of ſeparat- 


2 18 and quitting their project, they 
| were en * a ee that the arch- 


n o 1 Fa | 
r fl * 5 
1 bi op 9 PIP was at Ceres, arid in 4 


. 
—. = 
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» * 


little would come that way. This much 
ſurpriſed them, chat, when they were 
Juſt parting: & giving over their ſearch 
for the ſervant, the maſter ſhould come 
in the way, even their arch enemy, 
and ſource of all their miſeries. Upon 
which que of them, ſaid, it ſeems, He 
is now delivered into our hands, and 
125 propoſet! to embrace; this; opportunity 
__forentting: him off, and that one ſhould 
have the command of the reſt for that 
purpoſe. Mr, Hackſtoun'of Rathiller 
being preſent, this burden was laid on 
him; but he oppoſed the motion, and 
would ha ve no hand in what followed, 
whether becauſe it Was a matter of 
blood, as to which hie was not clear in 
his own mind, as our author affirms, 
or if, as others alledge, it was becauſe 
that be haying.received-perfonal inju- 
lies from the archbiſhop, 1 it might be 
Eh thought that he did it kricevengze W 
8 kannt certawly D eee 
hy this time, they were ebme, to; 1 
rs village called Magus, where they 
| diſcovered the biſhop' s.coach,' One of 
n them on a ſwift horſe, rode up to ſee 
\ 8 * was in it. The ene obſery- 
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15 : 9 
ing blen, cried out to the cba to 
drive on. The gentleman hearing this 


e 


threw off his cloke and purſued him at 


| full ſpeed: as likewiſe: did the reſt, only 


Rathiller kept at a diſtance, and did not 
at all engage in the action. While they : 


were thus purſuing in Magus muir, 
Wallace, one of the biſhop's ſervants, 
turned upon him and cock'd his piece, 
but fome of them coming up, ſoon dif- 
35 mounted and diſarmed him: and as 

the coach was driving furiouſly away, 


_ they fired their muſkets, but could not 
. ftop it, till the perſon on the ſwift horſe 

came up to the coach, crying out, u- 

das, be taken. The Frimite called with | 


the greater violence, Drive! drive! 


drive! but at laſt, they eut the traces 


of the coach and ſtopt it. 


By this time the reſt were come up. 
and found the biffwp's daughter with 
him in the coach, dus therefore the 
captain ordered Dim to come out, that 
no harm might come on her, whom 


tbey had no intention to hurt. This 
he refuſed; whereupen two of them, 


dhe reſt heing engaged in diſmounting 


and ſecuring his ſervants, fired upon 


the biſbop, "ue us MR han I 5 
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8 erieking! * 483 moſt bitteriy; 3% 
but finding that he was not touched, 
the captain commanded him to come 
- ont; and, while the biſhop lingered, F 
and eried for mercy : the commander 
replied, I take God to witneſs, whoſe 
cauſe l defire to own in adhering to 
the perſecuted goſpel, that it is not 
out of any hatred of your. perſon, nor 
from any prejudice you have done, or 
could have done to me, that I intend 
no to take your life, but becauſe you 
have been, and ſtill continue to be an 
avowed oppoſer of the goſpel and king- 
dom of Chriſt, and a murderer of his 
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S  Afaints, whoſe blood you have ſhed like 

| 5 water. Another {aid, Repent, Judas, 

=. and come out. The hiſhop replied, 
13 Gentlemen, ſave, my life, and I will 
{8 -. - fave; Tours. The; firſt, anſwered, I 

10 g Eno it is not in your power to ſave 

us or to Kill us, 1 again. declare, it is 
not any particular feud or quarrel [ 

5 Have at you, which. moves. me to this 


attempt, but becauſe vou, are an ene 

my to Chriſt and his intereſt, and have 
wrong your. hands in che blood of his 

' {or ſaints, nod only after Pentland, but er þ | 
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Os 875 
your ohrhary and Melaiag the blood | 
of Mr James Mitchel, and having a 


hand in the death of James Learmont, 


and your perfidicus betraying of the 


church of Scotland, Theſe crimes, 


added he, and chat blood, cry with a 
loud voice to heaven for vengeance, 4 
and we are this day to execute it. And 
again he deſired him to come out, and 
prepare for death, judgment, and e- 
ternity. The biſhop ſtill refuſed, and 


cried for mercy, offering him money. 


The captain ſaid, Thy money periſh 
with thee: and told him, that he al- 
lowed him time to pray, and com- 
manded him again to come ut. The 
biſhop ſtill refuſed. One of them at 
a diilmoe cried out, Seeing there have 


been ſo many lives unjuſtly taken by 


him, for which there is not the leaſt 


ben of iN er we will not be 


innocent, = dy” more ve. taken Fon | 


way. ' Vs "mY 
Then one of them fired a piſtol at 


; nim in the coach, which did not touch 
him, and another wounded him With 
a ſword; at which he cried out, Fy, 


5 fy, lam gone; but the wound: was 


5 rl Monat. Ar laſt, 7 hey: he found . 
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EW Ws how * 25 2 out of the 
coach, he thought proper to come out. 
But by no means could they perſuade 
him to pray, which ck ſarpriſed 
them. Then they diſcharged a power 

of ſhot upon him, which made him 
fall back, 140 that he lay as dead. 
Hut one of them giving him a prick 
with his ſword, . he raiſed up himſelf, 


Then being apprehenſive, that ſhoot- 
ing would not do, the commander 
ordered them to draw their ſwords, 


upon which he made the moſt hideous 


and terrible ſhrieks that ever were 


| beard. At laſt, the commander ſtrucx 


him with a ſhable on the face, and 
one of his chops fell down. He tried 
to ſpeak; but was not underſtood. 


They e their ſtrokes, and kil- 


led him outright; but they took no- 
_ thing with —— but arms and papers; 


and after diſmounting and diſarming | 
his ſervants, they rode away in a body | 
to a place three or four miles from 


Magus muir, and continued till night, 
when. they ſeparated, | and ſhifted for 
themſelves the beſt way they could. 
When they reflected on what they had 
de, 5 were 2 e at. 
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| their own ASS ſince the whole 
was tranſacted between twelve and one 
at mid-day. _ 
This matter is moſt e Sn 
ed on the whole body of the preſpy- 
terians nay, the actors themſelves had 
no thoughts of making any attempt 
upon Wy till miſting Carmichael, his 


/ 


1 


coach came in their way. The „ | 
was much condemned. It was ſaid, 


That, let the biſhop have been ever 
ſo bad, yet the actors had no right to 
purſue him to death: for none of in. 
had the power of the ſword, nor were 
in any public judicative capacity, and 


8 conſequently what they did was mur= 


der and aſſaſſination. On the other 


hand, it was ſaid, that, as the archbi- 


ſhop was a murderer and avowed per- 


I ſccuter of God's people, an apoſtate 
I from, and a betrayer of the cauſe of 
Fo Chriſt, and as it was not poſſible to 

have recourſe to the magiſtrates for 


5 
I juſtice, the conſtitution of the govern- 
L 


ment being overturned, . the actors 
could not therefore be charged with 
murder, nor the action be eſteemed any 


other, but an extraordinary execution 


* 


L. 50 J 

| 1 che 1 of God at rack a capi- 

tal offender; beſides, they looked upon 
themſelves as in a ſtate of war, and 
_ - conſequently as having a right to cut 
off their great enemy, by whom they 
and others were perſecuted to death. 
An ingenious author has theſe words 
in his policital diſcourſes. © Cæſar had 
violited every tie that can bind the hu- 
man ſoul, oaths, truſt, and law; he 
had violated every thing dear to hu- 
man kind, their peace, liberty, rights 
and poſſeſſions. He did all this by 
means the moſt black and flagitious; 
dy plots, faction, corruption, robbery, || 
devaſtation, ſacrilege and flaughter. 
Et What was left to the oppreſſed Romans 
ds do under the bonds of the oppreſ- 
ſor with his ſword at their throat? 

+: Law and appeals were no more; a ty- 
rant was their maſter, the will of a 
_ tyrant their law,---In ſhort there was 
no other way of aboliſhing his ty ran- 
nunp, but by diſpatching the tyrant. 
Ho applicable this is to the preſent 

C eeaſe muff be left with the reader; only 
' 5 ; it is obvious, that, whether the actors 
were right or wrong, he met with the 
Ep g of 15 5 and God was 
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T3 Seay in the pdt PRE By TY 
death new deſigns of cruelty were pre- A 
vented: for the laſt thing he did was 
voting for, and puſhing a violent po : 
clamation, dated the 1ſt of May: ; 


the bth he was to have gone to Wag. 
to uſe his utmoſt for more cruel and 


rigorous methods of oppreſſion a- * 


gainſt the ſufferers: but a certain au- 


thor juſtly remarks, that though Saul 
- when breathing out cruelty againſt the 


Chriſtians, was converted; yet this a- 


poſtate, when doing the like, went o 
his own place. 


It Ukewife deſerves a N . 


= after the moſt diligent and exact ſearch, 
none were ever apprehended that were 

actually concerned. They who were 
executed on this account, on Magus- 5 2 | 


muir, afterwards, were no ways acceſ- 
tary, Mr Hackſtoun of Rathillet was 


indeed preſent, and afterwards taken 


and put to death: but we have heard 
bow he behayed. One Andrew Guil- 
lan was likewiſe preſent, and after- 
wards executed; but all the hand he 
had was, that, living near the place, F 
36 . was taten out of his RY held, 


e * — 97 6 K. 52 „ e 5 
dbeir borks, and was witneſs of what 
Was done. JJ Oy AT 

Though this: Liolent death 
beate was made by a few private 
bperſons, and by them too without any 
pPremeditated deſign, till they had in- 

8 formation of his coach 5: coming chat 

= Way, yet, as has been obſerv d, it was 

4 unjuſtix laid to the charge of the w. 
dy of the preſbyterians, and parti- — 
2 r repreſented as ont of the dif-" 
mal effects of field meetin; by theſe } ren- 
5 dezvouzes of\rebellion, as they were 
* '. called.” But, had they put che ſaddle 
I 5 Eh the right horſe, if the archbiſhops 


death was murder, they hould have „ 


* looked upon themſelves as th mur 5 . 
TT . derers,. in ſupporting that prefidious 1 
Prelate in thoſe: arbitrar „ meaſures, | 
3 whereby the ſpirits of the people were 
perared; and rhey- confirains-- 

| | defence, ta 5 


? 


» 


. 


o 


in their own necefla 
whait they. <<” 


